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2021 Report on Child Care in Delaware County:
Supply and Demand, Gap Analysis

 & Provider Expansion Plan
Overview

In Delaware County, NY 1,734 children under the age of 6 have one or both parents in the labor force.  The average annual cost of child care for an infant is $11,440 for licensed center based care and $8,320 for a registered family based program.  Families with an infant and a four year old child in care pay an average of $21,580 for center based care and $16,120 for family based child care.  In comparison, the median household income in Delaware County is $49,5440.00 (census data) and the average annual mortgage payment is $16,800. (National Association of Realtor)
The 2021 Report on Child Care in Delaware County: Supply and Demand, Gap Analysis & Provider Expansion Plan examines the following: 

· Number of regulated child care programs in Delaware County

· Number of spaces available vs. the number of children under the age of 6 with one or both parents in the labor force 

· Cost of child care child care subsidy
· Number of families living below the Federal Poverty level compared to the number of families receiving child care subsidy
The Supply


Delaware Opportunities Inc. Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) maintains data regarding the type, number, and location of regulated child care programs in Delaware County and the number of child care slots available in these programs: 6 weeks to 2 years old, 2 years old to 5 years old and 5 to 12 year olds.  
Regulated child care programs have the option of enrolling any number of children into their programs as long as they do not exceed their maximum capacity. The child care supply in Delaware County as of December 2020 is shown in the chart below broken down by type of regulated care and the number of slots available by age of the child. 
	Type of Care in Delaware County
	# of Providers
	Slots for Infants (6weeks-2yr)
	Slots for Pre-School

(2yr-5Yr)
	Slots for

(5+-12yr old)
	Total slots

	Family Day Care
	16
	32
	64
	32
	128

	Group Family Day Care
	6
	24
	48
	24
	96

	School- Age child care
	4
	-----
	-----
	234
	234

	Child Day Care

Centers
	13
	55
	440
	82
	577

	Total

	39
	111
	552
	372
	1035


 Chart 1. Regulated child care and number of slots
For a more detailed chart of child care by type and geography see Appendix A. 
The CCR&R gathers data each quarter on the number of children enrolled in regulated programs and the number of openings in each program. The chart below shows data gathered in December of 2020. Programs reported a total of 623 children enrolled and 178 openings. It is important to note that due to the health pandemic many programs have decided to reduce the number of children enrolled in care despite having openings. 

	Facility Type
	Children in Care
	Totals
	Openings
	Totals

	
	Infant
	Preschool
	School Age
	
	Infant
	Preschool
	School Age
	

	Family Day Care
	18
	46
	27
	91
	1
	1
	2
	4

	Group Family Day Care
	25
	53
	33
	111
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Day Care Center
	40
	162
	23
	96
	7
	15
	6
	28

	School Age Child Care
	0
	0
	96
	96
	0
	0
	74
	74

	Head Start
	0
	100
	0
	100
	0
	71
	0
	71

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	83
	361
	179
	623
	8
	88
	82
	178


Chart 2. Children in Care and Openings 
Appendix A: Child Care Slots by Type and Geography

	Town in Delaware Co.

______________

Andes
	Type of Care
	# of providers
	Infants

Age: 0 up to 2 yrs.
	Preschoolers

Age:  2-5 yrs.


	School age

5 yrs. – 12 yrs.

	
	family day care
	
	 
	   
	  

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots:
	
	0  
	0  
	0 

	Bovina
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0

	Colchester
	family day care
	1
	2
	4
	2

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	2
	4
	2

	Davenport

	family day care
	4
	  8
	16
	 8

	
	group family day care
	1
	  4
	  8
	 4

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	2
	24
	80
	29

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	36
	104
	41

	Delhi

	family day care
	2
	 4
	 8
	 4

	
	group family day care
	1
	 4
	 8
	 4

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center:
	2
	 8
	96
	20

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	16
	112
	28


	Deposit
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	2
	 7
	42
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	7
	42
	0

	Franklin
	family day care
	
	           
	                
	            

	
	group family day care
	1
	 4
	  8
	 4

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	1
	
	18
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	4
	26
	4

	Hamden
	family day care
	
	 
	 
	 

	
	group family day care
	1
	 4
	8 
	 4

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	4
	8
	4

	Hancock
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	2
	       
	
	170

	
	child care center
	1
	
	19
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	
	19
	170

	Harpersfield
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0

	Kortright
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	           
	               
	            

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0

	Masonville
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0

	Meredith
	family day care
	
	 
	
	 

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0


	Middletown
	family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	1
	
	34
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	34
	0

	Roxbury
	family day care
	1
	  2
	  4
	  2

	
	group family day care
	
	           
	                
	            

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	2
	 4
	2

	Sidney
	family day care
	2
	 4
	8
	 4

	
	group family day care
	2
	 8
	16
	 8

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	Child care center 
	2
	16
	95
	33

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	28
	119
	45

	Stamford
	family day care
	
	           
	                
	            

	
	group family day care
	
	           
	                
	            

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	0
	0
	0

	Tompkins
	family day care
	1
	  2
	 4
	 2

	
	group family day care
	
	
	
	

	
	school age
	
	
	
	

	
	child care center
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	2
	4
	2

	Walton


	family day care
	5
	 10
	20
	 10

	
	group family day care
	
	  
	  
	  

	
	school age
	2
	
	
	64

	
	child care center
	2
	
	56
	

	
	Total Slots: 
	
	10
	76
	74


	Totals
	Child care facilities
	Infant /Toddler slots
	Preschool slots
	School age slots

	
	39
	111
	552
	372


Chart 2.  Shows the number of child care slots available in December 2020 by Delaware County township and age of children.

The Supply and Demand Gap
In Delaware County, NY 1,734 children under the age of 6 have one or both parents in the labor force. The 13 child care centers, 16 family child care homes, 6 group child care homes and 4 school age child care programs collectively provide 1,035 slots for children under 6 leaving a gap between child care supply and demand of 699 slots. This means that 40% of children under the age of 6 may not have access to child care.

Delaware County is lacking regulated child care programs in several areas throughout the county.  Many families struggle to find care near their home or work.  In December of 2020, child care programs reported a total of 8 open slots for infants and toddlers. Most of the open slots (7) were day care center slots. 
Child care referral requests
Delaware Opportunities Inc. CCRR assists families to search for child care that fits their specific needs.  When appropriate, the CCRR supplies the contact information for regulated child care programs to families.  

The CCRR staff provided 158 families with child care referrals for 230 children in 2020.  
Parent Requests
Upon review of the requests Delaware Opportunities Inc. Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) received in 2020, the following statistics regarding parent referral requests were gathered.  Referrals were given for only regulated providers and does not include legally-exempt provider requests.  Note: this data does not include consultations for subsidy.  Parents seeking subsidy may not want referrals, as they may already have child care secured.
The 158 families served through the CCRR referral service sought care for 230 children in the following categories:
Referrals by Provider Type (some families sought multiple types of care)
· Family Child Care            
192

· Group Family Child Care 
151
· Child Care Center

161
· School Age Program         
  21 
· Preschool Program            
  7
Requests by Age of Child 
· Infants (0-11 Months)             51 

· 12-23 Months                         35
· 24-35 Months                         29
· 3-4 Years                               35
· 5 Years                                  18

· 6-8 Years                               35

· 9+ Years                                26 

Extra Care Services: 
· After School 

   
29               

· Before School


11

· Rotating Schedule        
 3  
  
· Drop in                          
 5

· Temporary/Emergency 
 2
Additional Care Services 
· Evening care

13             
· Weekend care

14
· Snow days 

 3                               
· Mildly Ill/Sick 

 0               
· Overnight care
 5
Most families using the referral service seek child care near their home or place of employment.  The chart below shows the number of families using the referral service by town.  
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Chart 3: Number of Families Using Referral Service by town
Child Care Costs and Subsidy

A parent with an infant pays an average of $11,440 for center based care and $8320 for family based child care per year.  Families with and infant and a four year old child in care pay an average of $21,580 for center based care and $16,120 for home based child care. The median household income in Delaware County is 49,544.00  
The following data has been collected from the child care subsidy Child Care Time and Attendance System (CCTA) and indicates the type of care used by families and children receiving child care subsidy:

143 
children received a child care subsidy in 2020
27 
of these children were enrolled in either day care center (DCC) or a school     age program  (SACC)
68
were enrolled in registered and licensed family day care (family or group family care.          
 48
were enrolled in approved enrolled legally- exempt care
To qualify for child care subsidies in Delaware County families must fall below the Federal poverty level and meet other eligibility criteria. In August of 2020, the income guidelines increased from 125% to 200% of the Federal poverty level. 
Summary of the 2020 Demand for Child Care in Delaware County
Gap Analysis

Child care plays a critical role in ensuring parents can work, children can learn, and the economy can thrive. Using the information from the Delaware Opportunities Inc. CCRR 2020 Child Care Supply and Demand report, the gaps in child care are the following:
· Data shows most of the child care referral requests were for the Delhi,  Sidney, and Walton areas. These are also areas in the county with more regulated child care programs and employment. 
· There are several areas of the county without regulated child care including South Kortright and Stamford. 
· There was an increase in referral requests in Roxbury and Middletown area. Roxbury has one regulated provider and there is a Head Start in Fleishmanns.  
· There is a high need for child care slots for children ages 6 weeks to 3 years of age.  
· There is a need for child care providers who are willing to care for children during non-traditional hours and weekends.
Provider Expansion Plan

Due to the health pandemic, Child Care Resource & Referral staff will not be attending or hosting outreach events. In an effort to meet the gap in child care slots the Delaware Opportunities staff will:

· Recruit child care providers through press releases, fliers and Facebook postings. 
· Conduct a Community Needs Assessment to determine the child care needs of Delaware County. 
· Educate the public about the importance of quality child care through press releases, email blasts, the agency’s Facebook postings, reaching out to businesses to share information of the need for more quality registered and licensed day care providers, connections with legally exempt child care providers to increase the quality of care.
· As part of the Southern Tier Child Care Resource and Referral Consortium we will work to build and stabilize the supply of regulated child care providers in Delaware County.  This Consortium will apply for grants with the Regional Economic Development Committee and the Office of Children and Family Services Birth – 5 initiative.     
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Delaware Opportunities Inc				Phone: 607-746-1620 or Toll Free 1-877-746-2279


Child Care Resource and Referral			Fax: 607-746-1648	


35430 State Highway 10				Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.delawareopportunities.org" ��www.delawareopportunities.org� 


Hamden, NY 13782					Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:daycare@delop.org" �daycare@delop.org�


“Building Excellence in Child Care”
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